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UMIMRA Applauds Congressman Luetkemeyer’s Introduction of Legislation 

to Improve Flood Control Plans for Upper Mississippi River  
 

(QUINCY, IL) – The Upper Mississippi, Illinois & Missouri Rivers Association (UMIMRA) 

applauded Congressman Blaine Luetkemeyer (MO-03) for the recent introduction of legislation 

to improve flood control plans for the Upper Mississippi River.  HR 5288 - the Upper 

Mississippi River Flood Control Act - will require the Secretary of the Army Corps of Engineers 

to submit a flood plan for the Upper Mississippi River to Congress by January 1, 2021. The bill 

guarantees that all stakeholders have a voice with the Army Corps and ensures that agricultural 

districts are fairly compensated following a flood.  

 

“Once again in 2019, we have seen record flooding throughout Missouri and the Upper 

Mississippi River basin,” said Mike Klingner, chair of UMIMRA. “There was more than  

100,000 acres flooded in Missouri north of St. Louis, along the Upper Mississippi River, and 

additional flooding along the Missouri and Illinois Rivers. We need to work together to find 

solutions that will reduce flood damages and protect property and people.” 
 

HR 5288 amends the Water Resources Development Act (WRDA) of 1999 and requires the 

Army Corps to gather input from all stakeholders including levee and drainage districts, 

nonprofit organizations, and agricultural stakeholders. The amendments also include evaluation 

of public, private partnerships for funding alternatives of levee improvement projects and 

evaluates financing alternatives under the Army Corps Water Infrastructure Program. 

 

“UMIMRA has worked closely with Congressman Luetkemeyer’s office in developing the 

legislation,” said Klingner. “We commend Congressman Luetkemeyer for his leadership in 

introducing this important bill to help prevent future flood disasters along the Upper Mississippi 

and Illinois Rivers. The time for a comprehensive flood control plan is long overdue. We look 

forward to working with other members of Congress to get this bill passed.”    

 

For more information about the proposed legislation and the Upper Mississippi, Illinois & 

Missouri Rivers Association visit www.umimra.org.  
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